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A short history of the generic name Delosperma N.E. Br. is 
presented. De/osperma herbeum (N.E. Br.) N.E. Br. is 
chosen as the lectotype of the genus. The present state of 
infrageneric taxa is discussed in relation to the lectotype. 
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'n Kort geskiedenis van die genusnaam Delosperma N.E. Br. 
word aangebied. Delosperma herbeum (N.E. Br.) N.E. Br. 
word as die lektotipe van die genus verkies. Die huidige 
toestand van infrageneriese taksa word met betrekking tot 
die lektotipe bespreek. 
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Introduction 
When Linnaeus published his 'Species Plantarum' in 1753, 
the original genus Mesembryanthemum comprised only 35 
species. By the time 'Flora Capensis' was published (Sonder 
1862), the number of species in the genus had increased to 
293. Today there are an estimated I 200 species belonging to 
the Linnaean concept of Mesembryanthemum (Gibbs Russell 
& Glen 1984). 
N.E. Brown (1920, I921a) was the first modem researcher 
to study the many species intensively. He began a process of 
separating related subgroups of species into individual genera 
from the large Mesembryanthemum complex and based the 
division of these genera primarily on the seed capsules. This 
process of segregating smaller genera from larger continues 
today (e.g. Hartmann I 983). As a result of this splitting, over 
100 genera are presently accepted in this large family of 
succulent plants (Herre I 97 1). 
Most of these genera were not typified by the authors when 
the genera were originally described because no type species 
selection was required before I958 (Art. 39. I). Consequently, 
these genera require lectotypification in subsequent treatments. 
Delosperma N.E. Br. is one of those genera requiring a 
lectotype (Farr et at. I979). The genus Delosperma comprises 
about 163 species (Jacobsen 1977) and is presently being 
revised by the second author. 
Delosperma N.E. Br. was first described in a key to the 
many segregate genera of Mesembryanthemum proposed by 
Brown (1925). However, there were no species assigned to 
this generic name. According to Articles 32. Ic and 41.2 of 
the 'International Code of Botanical Nomenclature' (Voss 
1983), a. generic name is validly published when accompanied 
by a description or diagnosis of the genus. Therefore Delo-
sperma was validly published when included in Brown's key 
as exemplified by the genera Oophytum N.E. Br. (Ihlenfeldt 
1978) and Fenestraria N.E. Br. (Hartmann I982). When 
Delosperma was published no type species was chosen for the 
genus which, until this article, has been without an accepted 
lectotype (Farr et a/. I979). 
Under the guidance of article 7.5 and 7.I2 and the guide 
for the determination of types in the botanical code (T.4a), 
a type of a taxon must be selected from the elements included 
in the first publication of the taxon (Art. 10.2). For a genus, 
this requires that a lectotype be selected from the species 
included under the original publication. Brown gave no indi-
cation which species he considered as belonging in Delosperma 
when the genus was given a description in his key (1925). 
Under the current definition of Delosperma, a possible 34 
198 
Mesembryanthemum species which were described prior to 
1925 belong to Delosperma. It was not possible for the authors 
to study the notes and material seen by Brown and held at 
Kew. Therefore, it has been decided to restrict lectotype 
consideration to the three species described by Brown prior 
to 1925 and also mentioned by him in the first treatment of 
Delosperma (in Burtt Davy 1926) where the words 'new genus' 
are printed after the generic name. These species are D. 
herbeum (N.E. Br.) N.E. Br., D. mace/fum (N.E. Br.) N.E. 
Br. and D. mahonii (N.E. Br.) N.E. Br. Of these taxa, D. 
herbeum is judged to be most representative of the majority 
of species within Delosperma. The sessile, linear-lanceolate 
leaves, cymous inflorescence with small flowers and stamens 
collected in the centre of the flower represent the more typical 
Delosperma species. Delosperma herbeum is also selected over 
the other species because its type specimen is cited as part of 
the material seen by Brown (in Burtt Davy 1926; see Art . 
10.1). 
Lectotypification 
Delosperma N.E. Br. in Gdnrs Chron. 78: 412, 433 
(1925). 
Lectotype (designated here): Delosperma herbeum (N.E. Br.) N.E. 
Br. in Burtt Davy, Fl. Transv. 1: 158 (1926). Mesembryanthemum 
herbeum N.E. Br. in Bot. J . Linn. Soc. 45: 108 (1920). 
There is some confusion as to whether Delosperma has been 
lectotypified before this study. Three sections of the genus 
have been published previously, Delosperma Lavis (1967) (this 
is not an autonym), Angustifolia Lavis and Planifolia Lavis 
(1969). Section Delosperma Lavis should not be confused with 
the autonym Delosperma established on publication of the 
sections Angustifolia and Planifolia. The use of the word 
'lectotype' is clearly in error when establishing the section 
Delosperma Lavis since the same word is also used in the 
publication of sections Angustifolia and Planifolia (Lavis 
1969). 
The type of section Delosperma Lavis (1967) is D. echina-
tum (Aiton) Schwantes which has several problems as a type. 
Firstly, the name is based on an illegitimate basionym (Art. 
64.1), Mesembryanthemum echinatum Aiton (1789), which 
is a later homonym of M . echinatum Lam. (1786). Because 
the correct name for this species is D. pruinosum (Thunb.) 
Ingram (Brown 1921b; Ingram 1968), D. echinatum Schwantes 
(see Art. 72.2, Note 1) is illegitimate (Art. 67.1). Secondly, 
D. echinatum was selected as a type purely on the basis that 
it is the oldest species epithet in Delosperma and, consequently, 
it can be rejected as a lectotype as a mechanical selection (Art. 
8.1, see Ex. I and guide T.4f) . Lastly, D. echinatum is unique 
in the genus and a poor choice for a generic type (but see 
Art. 7.2 since a type need not be typical) as section Delo-
sperma Lavis is monotypic (Lavis 1967). Delosperma 
echinatum Schwantes does not fully agree with the protologue 
of the generic description (Brown 1925) where the leaves are 
described as lanceolate or linear-lanceolate and soft, neither 
of which are characteristic of the leaves of D. echinatum. 
Herre (1971) lists D. echinatum (Aiton) Schwantes as the type 
of the genus but the above reasons apply equally here. Herre 
does not indicate that he is making a lectotypic choice, but 
was in fact following Lavis. This is not the only error of 
generic type in Herre's book (e.g. Mesembryanthemum, 
Koutnik & O'Connor-Fenton 1984). 
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In view of the rejection of Delosperma echinatum as the 
type species for the genus and the choice made here of D. 
herbeum as the lectotype, section Delosperma Lavis must 
consequently be reduced to a synonym of the section con-
taining D. pruinosum (O'Connor-Fenton & Koutnik, in 
prep.). 
Of the 125 genera listed in Herre (1971), only four remain 
without type designations. It will therefore be up to the 
researchers of these genera to make the lectotypic selection. 
The guidelines presented in the 'International Code of Bota-
nical Nomenclature' will assist in the adherence to correct 
nomenclatural considerations. 
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